The mobile phone has changed quite a bit in recent years evolving from a mere telephone to mini-computers.  These “smartphones” can call your mother downstate, email your co-worker, and play your favorite music all in the same device.  If you find your cell phone isn’t aiding your productivity as much as it should, take a glance below at four of the latest cutting edge smartphone offerings. 

Blackberry 7130c – photos: http://www.rim.com/news/kit/media/downloads/ 
 
Research in Motion has recently applied a new coat of paint to their ubiquitous Blackberry device. The 7130c is an update of a previous Blackberry, the 7100. The update gives the 7130c more of a phone appearance rather than a bulky PDA. However, the most important update is in Bluetooth capability, the bread and butter of the Blackberry line. The 7130c makes the jump to Bluetooth 2.0 that can triple the speed of data transfer, increasing the speed of e-mail and internet. The 7130c also receives memory and processor upgrade that allow applications to run smoother and with faster load times. The 7130c is currently only offered by Cingular and is available for $199.99 after a two-year contract.  
 

The Moto Q – photos: http://www.motorola.com/motoinfo/product/images.jsp?globalObjectId=113 
 
The Motorola Q is Motorola’s newest offering that aims usurp the Blackberry as king of the smartphone.  The Q runs on Microsoft Windows Mobile 5.0 so users might feel that their handheld is more like an extension of their home personal computer.  Unlike the Blackberry 7130c's condensed keyboard, the Q offers the thinnest full QWERTY keyboard in the world.  While other smartphones may aim strictly for business, the Q has playful side as well with a full color screen that can play mpeg-4 and wmv video formats.  Mp3 support is also included, and with the Q’s SD memory you can take your entire music collection on the road.  The Q also comes equipped with a low-end 1.3 megapixel camera that may not impress photography hobbyist.   In short, the Q is the Swiss army knife of smartphones, handling your business needs as well as some after hours entertainment.  The Motorola Q is cuurently available only through Verizon wireless, and can be purchased for $199.99 with a new contract 
 
NOKIA N91 - photos: http://www.nokia.com/A4136017?category=n91&x=34&y=5 
 
If you are tiring of the same lifeless ringtones emanating from your phone, the Nokia N91 has you covered.  Throwing all business functionality to the wayside, the N91 combines the mp3 functionality of an iPod with the features of a cell phone.  Sporting a 3,000 song capacity and high quality sound, the N91 can even be connected to an external speaker.  Dedicated playback buttons are positioned right under the traditional number pad to allow on-the-fly song selection and playlist editing.  While most phones attempt to be cell phones that happen to have mp3 functionality, the n91 may be the reverse: an mp3 player that can make a few calls.  The Nokia N91 is currently only available through Nokia’s website for $599.99. 
 
Treo 700 – photos: ftp://ftp.arpartners.com/palm/  (select Treo 700 from there). 
 
One of the oldest lines of smartphones gets a new entry in Palm's Treo 700.  The 700 includes all of the smartphone standards: E-mail, web browsing, messaging.   The phone comes in two versions: The 700p and the 700w.  The 700 runs on Palm’s proprietary operating system while the 700w utilizes a more familiar Microsoft Windows Mobile system. Even if you opt for the Palm version the 700p can still support Microsoft Office formats such as Word and Excel.  Both offer a high degree of business and non-business related functionality with features such as such as video and music.  However the limited 60MB of memory prevents any vast portable media libraries.  While offering nothing revolutionary, the Treo 700 looks to be a solid upgrade to a long line of smartphones. The Treo 700 is available through Sprint and Verizon, and is available for $399.99 with a two year contract.
